
June is Trench Safety Month 
We want to remind you that your safety is most important year-round, but this month, we put a focus on 
excavation safety. With that in mind, for the month of June, we’d like to have as many companies as possible 
participate in a Trench Safety Stand Down. For the Stand Down, we welcome companies to take time to 
engage with their crews and host a toolbox talk related to excavation safety. Companies can come up with 
their own material or use the material in this flyer, but have the discussion be around incidents, OSHA rules, or 
company policies for excavation. 

If your company participates, please take a picture of your stand down and tag Team EJP on social media to 
be entered to win a number of prizes! Facebook & Instagram - @TeamEJPrescott; LinkedIn – Everett J. 
Prescott, Inc. 

Even with the introduction of new equipment and strict enforcement of OSHA standards, many workers die 
each year, and many more are seriously injured in trench accidents. One cubic yard of dirt weighs an average 
of 2,700 pounds, and a cave-in is like dropping a small car from one foot above your head. To excavate and 
trench safely, you must know about soil mechanics and how to shield, slope, and shore. Horizontal and vertical 
forces within the earth keep undisturbed soil in place. An excavation disturbs or eliminates these forces. Soil 
naturally moves downward and inward. A number of factors govern how fast this occurs, such as soil type, 
moisture, vibration, and surface loading. 

We want you to go home to your loved ones every night. If a trench is questionable, do not enter. If you are 
uncertain, do not enter. If the proper measures have not been taken (sloping, trench box, hard hats, safety vests, 
etc.) DO NOT ENTER. If you have any questions, please reach out. We're here for you. 




